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• Monday 30th March -Easter 

Holidays 

• Monday 13th April—Return 

to School 

• Monday 25th  May—Half 

Term 

• Monday 1st June—Non-

pupil Day 

• Tuesday 2nd June—Return 

to School 

• Monday 20th July Non-Pupil 

Day 

• Tuesday 21st July—Start of 

school holidays 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Last week, we focused on our core value of curiosity. In assembly, we talked about what it 
means to be curious in our learning — to ask questions, to wonder why, and to dig a little deep-
er. We shared the story Ada Twist, Scientist, enjoying the many curious questions Ada asks 
about the world around her. The children loved reflecting on how curiosity helps us become 
better learners and thinkers. 

This week, we have been discussing kindness, using the book Have You Filled a Bucket Today? 
The story helped us think about how our words and actions can “fill” or “dip” into someone’s 
bucket. It has been lovely to see children recognising small acts of kindness and understanding 
the difference they can make to each other’s day. 

Our School Council met this week and shared the fantastic ideas gathered from their classes 
about four key learning behaviours every class should follow. We are now combining the chil-
dren’s ideas with contributions from staff to agree our shared school expectations, which we 
will share with you in an upcoming newsletter. This week, School Councillors are also speaking 
with their classes about the behaviours we want to see in the lunch hall and the types of equip-
ment we should consider having available outside at lunchtime. Their thoughtful contributions 
are helping us continue to improve our school environment. 

One of our School Development Plan priorities this year is our curriculum. In September, we 
introduced the Lion Pathways Curriculum from Year 1 to Year 6. It is an ambitious curriculum 
that explores themes which really make us think deeply about the world around us. Please do 
ask your child about what they are learning — you may be surprised by the thoughtful discus-
sions taking place in classrooms. 

In EYFS, our Inspire Curriculum was introduced in January and has already provided some 
wonderful learning opportunities through topics such as Ready, Steady, Grow and Once Upon a 
Time. The engaging themes are supporting children to develop their vocabulary, knowledge 
and love of learning. 

One of the important ways we check the effectiveness of our curriculum is by asking children 
what they can remember. We talk to them about their learning from today, yesterday, last 
week, last month and even last term or last year. Being able to recall and connect their learning 
helps to strengthen understanding and ensures knowledge truly sticks. 

Thank you, as always, for your continued support. It is a pleasure to see our children growing 
not only in knowledge, but also in curiosity and kindness. 

Warm regards, 

Mrs Meares 



Swimming Pool Update 
 
We are writing to share an important update regarding the school swimming 
pool at Silver End Academy. 
 
Over the past two years, we have worked tirelessly to secure the significant 
level of funding required to repair and restore the pool. This has included    
submitting multiple applications and funding bids, as well as exploring a wide 
range of external grant opportunities. Throughout this process, our PTA has 
been an exceptional source of support, dedicating substantial time, effort, and 
enthusiasm to help us try to keep this valued facility open. 
 
Despite every effort from the school and the PTA, we have unfortunately been 
unable to secure the substantial financial investment needed. The scale of     
repairs required far exceeds what can be met through community fundraising 
or the school’s own budget. As a result—and with a heavy heart—we must 
now confirm that the school swimming pool will be permanently closed. 
While this was not the outcome any of us had hoped for, we are committed to 
ensuring that the space continues to serve the children of Silver End in a   
meaningful and positive way. With this in mind, we will now begin planning 
how the area can be repurposed to provide the greatest possible benefit for 
our current pupils. 
 
This process will be collaborative. We will be working closely with the PTA, and 
we will also be inviting input from the children themselves. Their voices and 
ideas will play an important role in helping us shape a space that they can     
enjoy and make use of during their time at 
Silver End. 
 
We know that many families will feel a 
sense of loss at this news, and we want to 
thank you for your continued understand-
ing and support. As plans develop, we will 
keep the whole school community in-
formed, and we look forward to creating 
something new, purposeful, and exciting 
for our children. 



We will be celebrating world book  day as a 
school so please encourage your child/
children to dress up and join the fun! 

Your child can dress up as a book character 
–it can be their favourite    character, one 
from their favourite book or one that you 
have an outfit for at home! If your child 
would prefer to come ‘dressed as a 
word’(e.g. athletic, radiant, mysterious) 
then that would be great too—lets see how imaginative you can be with 
your ambitious word choices ad amazing   outfits. 

It would be brilliant if the children brought in their favourite book—it 
would be lovely to hear them read a little extract too. 

World book day is not about spending lots of money on outfits, it’s about 
enjoying books and celebrating the magic of reading. Search your ward-
robes, re use what you have already and enjoy getting creative. 

 

 

Thanks to everyone’s support, our Co-op Local Giving campaign raised an 

amazing £253.08 for Silver End Academy! With an extra £150 from the Co-

op, we’re thrilled to share that a total of £403.08 will be going directly to 

our school. Thank you for helping us make a difference!  

 

 



     

    Dates for your diary 

 

• Thursday 5th March —World Book Day 

• Week beginning 9th March —Y5 Bikeabilty 

• Wednesday 11th March —Coffee morning—Speech &     
Language focus 

• Monday 16th March—Guitar concert 2pm 

• Tuesday 17th March – One Planning meetings (by invite   
only– contacted nearer the time for appointment) 

• Friday 20th March—Spring Art afternoon for parents—save 
the date!  

• Tuesday 24th March – EYFS Ark farm Visit  

• Wednesday 25th March—wear green for Cerebral Palsy Day 

• Wednesday 25th March—PTA Easter event  

 

 

 

 

 



  

Current Class Attendance % 

Olympus - 94.63% 

Rushmore - 94.35% 

Table– 94.40% 

Ben Nevis– 93.52% 

Fuji– 93.67% 

Kilimanjaro– 95.65% 

Suilven– 92.51% 

Mount Cook– 96.62% 

Mont Blanc– 95.48% 

Mount Etna– 97.24% 

Snowdon– 94.80% 

Aconcagua— 94.29% 

Everest– 93.98% 

K2– 96.38% 

 

 

 



   PARENT QUESTIONNAIRES 

 

Thank you to everyone who completed a parent questionnaire at our 
recent parent consultations. The feedback was really helpful and told 

us: 

• Our children are happy at our school and feel safe 

• Most families agree or strongly agree that children are well        
behaved  

• Where concerns are raised, most people feel they have been dealt 
with properly  

• Our children do well at our school and there is a good range of 
subjects available  

• Our  families would recommend our school to another parent  

 

What does our school do well… 

Parents mentioned communication, after school clubs,            
relationships, including parents in activities, support for pupils 
with SEND, support for families 

 

It would be even better if... 

More learning opportunities outside, provide an update about 
the swimming pool, offer more school trips and extra curricular 
activities, more to do at lunchtime 

 

Thank you all for continuing to make our school such a wonder 
place to grow, shine and succeed   

 



     

     

 

 

 

 





  

 

 

 



 

 

Water Bottles 

Please make sure your child has a 

named water bottle in school and 

you follow the school policy that 

bottles should only contain water.  



  

 

 

 

Does your child have a mobile phone or are you thinking of   

getting them one?  

 

There are some really useful top tops and advice n the NSPCC web-

site:  

ww.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/children-phones-online-

safety/  



The 2 Johns 

We hope many of you tuned into the 2Johns Zoom as part of Safer Internet 

Week!    

 The whole school took part, learning important tips and advice on    

staying safe online. From informative videos to interactive discussions, 

quizzes and competition, it was a day full of awareness and education for a 

safer digital world.    

If you missed the live session, please see the recorded video      here: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/

laUzIzcEps0LoY8mKf2ImKrm-

Pwh1KITU6E2BFT2D_9ws3SNqj7P64KHj2FF2yXDf.LFMp30N8eD5VIBWe 

 
Measles in North London 
  
The large outbreak of measles in children in North 
London and our proximity to the capital means 
there will be cases of measles in Essex children.  A 
child with measles should not attend educational 
settings until 4 full days after their rash ap-

peared.  Guidance for educational settings can be found on 
the Government website, with advice to parent also available.  General 
information on measles is available on the NHS webpages.  Parents 
and guardians of children in need of measles vaccination can arrange 
this by contacting the East of England community and school-aged im-
munisation service on 0300 555 5055 or though their GP practice. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/laUzIzcEps0LoY8mKf2ImKrmPwh1KITU6E2BFT2D_9ws3SNqj7P64KHj2FF2yXDf.LFMp30N8eD5VIBWe
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/laUzIzcEps0LoY8mKf2ImKrmPwh1KITU6E2BFT2D_9ws3SNqj7P64KHj2FF2yXDf.LFMp30N8eD5VIBWe
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/laUzIzcEps0LoY8mKf2ImKrmPwh1KITU6E2BFT2D_9ws3SNqj7P64KHj2FF2yXDf.LFMp30N8eD5VIBWe
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/managing-specific-infectious-diseases-a-to-z#measles
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2025/09/what-to-do-if-you-think-your-child-has-measles-and-when-to-keep-them-off-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/measles/
https://www.hct.nhs.uk/service-details/service/hertfordshire-and-east-anglia-community-and-school-age-immunisations-35/
https://www.hct.nhs.uk/service-details/service/hertfordshire-and-east-anglia-community-and-school-age-immunisations-35/


Silver End Academy Pantry 

Now by appointment only 

If  you would like a pantry bag please let Mrs 
Gigg know via DOJO, email ad-

minsil@inspiresmat.co.uk or via the school 
Office.  We are well stocked at the moment 

and are able to support with a range of prod-
ucts. 

Kind regards Mrs Gigg 

 

 

 

ChildrenΩs medical appointments 

 

 

If your child needs to attend a medical/dental   

appointment during school time. 

Please email adminsil@inspiresmat.co.uk your proof of medi-

cal appointment. 



 

 

Celebrating your Child's 
Birthday  

 

 

Don®t forget to book in for lunch to celebrate your child®s birthday!  

• One adult can book in to have lunch, on or near, your child®s  

• birthday. 

• Go to Parentmail and buy an adult lunch, priced at ¾3.20 you can   
also have a packed lunch if you wish. 

• Email the school ofĜce at least a week in advance so we can book 
you in and we can let our catering team know.  

• If you have missed your child®s birthday (September ² now), please 
don®t worry ² Ĝnd a convenient day and book to have lunch this term 
or next term.  

• When you come to school (12pm), your child will meet you at the  

• ofĜce and you®ll be taking to the hall to have lunch. Once you®ve   

• Ĝnished eating, you®ll be brought back to the school ofĜce. 

 



TESCO STRONGER STARTS  

COMMUNITY GRANT 

 

If you shop at Tesco, vote 
for us with your tokens!  

 

 

 

Look out for our school project which aims to ensure children 
have an opportunity to promote their oracy skills and open 

ended learning opportunities.  

 

The project with the highest number of votes will receive up 
to ¾1,500, second place up to ¾1,00 and third place up to 

¾500.  

 

You can Ĝnd votes for our project in 5 Tesco stores:   

 

 

 

 

Braintree Superstore CM7 3HQ 

Braintree Great Notley Superstore CM77 7WW 

Braintree Marks Farm Superstore CM77 8AA 

Braintree Coggeshall Road Express Express CM7 9EL 

Halstead Superstore Superstore CO9 2JN 



     

Parking Reminder 

 

 

Please be careful when  parking 

your car at school drop off and 

pick up.  We have been made 

aware  that cars are blocking  

 

residents  driveways. Please be considerate when parking .   

If you see an incident please report it to: https://

north.parkingpartnership.org/enforcement-requests/ 

 

 

 

 

Police dogs—our school premises 

 

As part of our ongoing commitment to support our community, we 

are proud to let parents know that our local police dog handlers 

will be using the school premises (out of hours) to train their dogs. 

This will provide an extra level of security to the school which is 

good.  

https://north.parkingpartnership.org/enforcement-requests/
https://north.parkingpartnership.org/enforcement-requests/


 
 



 

   

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 



 

ΨHead Lice is not niceΩ 

 

 

We have had a few reported cases of headlice in school 
recently.   

We kindly ask that you check your child’s hair regularly and treat if necessary, 
to help prevent further spread. 

Head lice are a common occurrence in school settings and nothing to be 
alarmed about.  With everyone’s support, we can manage this quickly and 
effectively. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

School Car Park 

We kindly remind all families that the staff car park is not to be used for 
drop-off or pick-up at any time,    including during Breakfast Club and 
After School Clubs.  

As we have a small car park, it is important that we keep these spaces 
available for staff and essential     deliveries only.  

If you have prior agreement from the school office or hold a  valid Blue 
Badge, you may use the designated disabled parking bays. 

We appreciate your cooperation in keeping the car park safe and accessi-
ble for those who need it. 

Thank you for your understanding and support 

Mrs Meares– Headteacher 



 

 

 

 
 

 



 



 
 



Menu for week commencing 02.03.2026 Week 2 



Menu for week commencing 09.03.26 Week 3 


