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Topic key knowledge

Gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’, ‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’. That China is the longest lasting civilisation starting with the Xia Dynasty in c2070.
The Shang Dynasty, c1600 BC until 1046 BC, is the earliest recorded ruling dynasty of China. During the Shang Dynasty, royals and the elite lived in large houses or palaces in a separate part of the city to the lower social
classes, who lived in homes dug from the earth. During the Shang Dynasty, men and women were not treated as equals. A woman was taught to obey her father and when she got married, she was expected to obey her
husband. Aspects of history that can be compared and contrasted include rulers and monarchs, everyday life and innovation.
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